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OUR MISSION
Provide affordable housing, support and community to veterans throughout their lifespan.

OUR VISION
Identify and develop affordable, safe, dignified and sustainable housing for Wisconsin veterans.

A SENSE OF COMMUNITY. 
A PLACE TO CALL HOME.

The Wisconsin Veterans Village Association created a first-of-its-kind comprehensive veterans village.
Located at the Outagamie County Housing Authority Glenpark Campus in Appleton, veterans have easy

access to the John H. Bradley Veterans Clinic and Fox Valley Technical College, while living in a residential
neighborhood where transportation and everyday needs are readily available. Additional resources 

such as Tri-County Dental Clinic and Fox Valley Veterans Council are within walking distance. 

OUR PROMISE
•	 Provide stable, affordable housing for area single veterans and veteran families to promote  
	 employment, training, and self-sufficiency
•	 Improve quality of life with a continuum of care that is veteran-centric
•	 Utilize existing community resources through partnerships, avoiding duplication of services
•	 Support for physical, emotional, and basic needs
•	 Create multi-generational community of support and understanding
•	 Honor, dignify, and respect the men, women and families who sacrificed to serve our country
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Greetings Friends and Benefactors,
On behalf of the many veterans we served in 2022 and the  
Wisconsin Veterans Village Association Board of Directors,  
we offer our deepest appreciation. We continue to have  
100% occupancy and a unsolicited waiting list of veterans  
who seek our support.

For the Wisconsin Veterans Village, 2022 was a year of 
community service, planning and transition. Our residents  
were provided safe, dignified and affordable housing  
throughout the year and experienced support from many  
community organizations with special events and donations 
of food, clothing and supplies. Some highlights follow:
•	 The Building and Grounds Committee worked diligently to 

select a design/build firm to assist in planning for our future, 
then immediately began the arduous work of examining 
options consistent with our vision of expanding our mission 
impact by adding additional apartments.

•	 The Finance Committee initiated an evaluation for our  
financial records systems to ensure optimal financial  
management of donor dollars.

•	 The Governance Committee continued to refine our  
bylaws and operational policies and procedures.

•	 The Marketing and Public Relations Committee supported 
the Executive Director in the Awareness Campaign with  
a complete upgrade of our website and strategic news  
releases.

If you have not visited the Wisconsin Veterans Village campus 
in a while, you may not recognize the many changes of 2022 
that are now evident. The entire region by Mud Creek has been 
cleared and developed, the dead trees adjacent to the resident 
apartments have been removed, flowers beds have been  
developed and refreshed, and the buckthorn boarder north of 
the parking lot has been cleared. 

Many more changes will come in 2023. At this writing, some 
staffing enhancements have already been implemented, spring 
will see trees and flowers being planted, and planning for  
additional apartments will be refined.

We invite you to visit the campus and continue to support our
mission of providing safe, dignified and affordable housing to our 
veterans, serving those who served.

Warmest regards,

WISCONSIN 
VETERANS VILLAGEVETERANS VILLAGE  

ASSOCIATION, INC.

Tom Wiltzius PhD,
Co-founder

Mike Thomas
President & Co-founder

A MESSAGE FROM 
OUR 2022 PRESIDENT  
AND CO-FOUNDERS



Wisconsin Veterans Village hosted its first golf outing on September 22nd.  
WisVVA partnered with Purple Heart, Bronze Star Recipient, and four-time  
Super Bowl Champion, Rocky Bleier, for the Inaugural Rocky Bleier Golf  
Classic. The golf outing’s purpose was not only to raise funds for the WisVVA  
but to help raise awareness of our mission, serving those who served. 
The day before our golf event, we hosted a Meet and Greet with Rocky Bleier
at our community center where a buffet style barbeque was served, donated  
by Mission BBQ. Not only did this gathering give Rocky an opportunity to thank 
our sponsors and donors but our visitors were able to tour our community center 
and check out our Otto Bytof Silver Star Museum which currently has World War I 
artifacts on display.

The day of the outing our attendees were welcomed
by the Freedom Irish football players in the parking  
lot where they took our players clubs and brought 
them to their golf carts. Our golfers were then  
greeted by one of our many volunteers at registration, 
while looking at the many auction and basket raffles 
on display.

Before the shotgun start, Rocky Bleier presented Army Veteran, Adam Alexander, 
with the first, Rocky Bleier Fighting Back Award. Adam was severely injured in 
Afghanistan when a sniper bullet ripped through the center of his forehead before 
exiting the right side of his Kevlar helmet. 

After the award ceremony, the Scarlet Color Guard  
presented the colors and Mike Bailey, of Vic Ferrarri, 
sang the National Anthem and then our golfers  
were off. Rocky sat at Hole #10 the entire afternoon, 
greeting each foursome, and sharing stories. It really 
added a personal touch that our attendees are still 
talking about.

Once our golfers returned from a great afternoon 
on the course, golf awards were announced, and our guests enjoyed a tailgate 
style buffet on the beautiful patio of the country club, where the live auction also 
took place. 

The feedback from that day has been phenomenal, it was well attended and  
yet still felt intimate. And thanks to the generosity of our attendees, donors, and 
community, we raised over $60,000! 

AND Wisconsin Veterans Village is excited to announce that Rocky said, 
“Let’s do it again,” so we will be hosting the 2023 Rocky Bleier Golf Classic 
on Thursday, June 8th, 2023, at Ridgeway Country Club.

FORE FOR
OUR VETERANS!

TASTING FOR THE TROOPS:  
A TOUCH OF TUSCANY
On October 27, 2022, WisVVA held a fundraiser at the 
fabulous Grand Meridian, Tasting for the Troops- 
A Touch of Tuscany, with Carlo Dozzi and wine expert, 
Luigi. Nine fabulous wines were served throughout the 
delicious five course meal by Chef Joe, and our attendees 
were able to bid on our silent auction items right from their 
seats, with an online auction app. 
WisVVA would like to thank our sponsors, donors,  
and community for their unwavering support—helping 
us raise over $30,000!

$30,000



LIVING AT
VETERANS VILLAGE

MEET FANNI, ARMY VETERAN
Fanni was going through a challenging time in her life when she  
learned about Wisconsin Veterans Village. Besides being affordable,  
she appreciated the extra support it offers veterans that she wouldn’t  
find elsewhere. “It’s where I got my life back together and could  
look to the future. [The Village] is a great place for transition and 
a place for you to stay!”, says Fanni. It’s a place for everybody  
who needs it, both young and old.

MEET TIM, NAVY VETERAN
Everything fell into place when Tim needed it, finding his new home  
at the Wisconsin Veterans Village two years ago. Tim enjoys the 
interactions he shares with other veterans and the staff at the Village. 
“I like that it’s tucked away and quiet, the closeness to nature.”, 
says Tim. “It’s a nice place to live”.

MEET JOSEPH, ARMY VETERAN
Joseph learned about the Wisconsin Veterans Village through the 
Village’s Navigator and Pillars when he was homeless. 
“[The Village] is a really nice community,” says Joseph, now  
a three-year resident. “I feel a sense of security here.” He also 
appreciates the close access to other veterans’ resources like  
the VA clinic.

MEET DON, NAVIGATOR
“I like working at the Veterans Village because it is a unique day  
here every day. I like helping the Veterans living here with all their 
requests. From something as easy as opening a new soap dispenser 
for them to getting them set up for their HUD Vash payments.” 



A PHASED APPROACH 
FOR A PLACE TO CALL HOME.

There is an urgent need for affordable housing
and community support for local veterans.  

Our phased approach will ensure we are making 
the best financial decisions to ensure a strong  

organization and the ability to best support  
our community of veterans for generations.

A VISION FOR 
VETERANS VILLAGE



PLEASE JOIN US IN OUR 2023 EFFORTS TO SERVE THOSE WHO SERVED.

While 2022 was characterized as a year of planning and 
transitions, 2023 will be a bridge year to 2024. 
The Wisconsin Veterans Village Board and Committees 
have been working diligently with the master plan that 
was introduced in 2019.  

Back then, our first goals were to raise sufficient funds 
to rehabilitate all of the apartments and the community 
center, establish the Wisconsin Veterans Village  
Association, Inc. as a non-profit 501c3, create a  
memorandum of understanding for the eventual  
acquisition of the property from the Outagamie County 
Housing Authority, and begin to hire the staff required 
to serve our veterans and administer the growth of the 
organization. By 2021, these goals were met, in spite 
of having to do so during the pandemic.

At the conclusion of 2021, the Board and its committees 
were prepared to embarked on planning and transition 
efforts to refine our policies, practices and goals. Much 
of that was accomplished, but not without challenges. 
Fortunately, members of the Board and committees 
were up to those challenges and their work has  
positioned the Wisconsin Veterans Village Association 
to move forward with the following 2023/24 goals:

•	 Finalize the acquisition of the Veterans Village property
•	 Move from concept designs to construction designs for 
	 39 senior veterans’ apartments
•	 Redesign the Honor Home to enhanced living  
	 apartments for elderly veterans
•	 Conclude construction on the Veterans Hooch
•	 Veterans Lakeside Gazebo and Viewing Platform
•	 Plant over 100 trees with support from Fox Valley 	 
	 Technical College students
•	 Design and initiate the Phase Two Capital Campaign 
	 to raise funds for new construction
•	 Hire appropriate staff to meet the needs of  
	 veteran residents

LOOKING TO 
2023 AND BEYOND



SPECIAL PROJECTS AT VETERANS VILLAGE

AT&T Technology Center | Computers and printer 
purchased thanks to a grant from AT&T

ADA Operating Doors installed in our Community  
Center and apartment buildings courtesy of  

Combat Vets Motorcycle Association

Mud Creek Clearing

62.9%- Contributions

23%- Fundraising
Events

13.5%- Grants 0.6%- Interest

REVENUE 
%’S SINCE 
INCEPTION

67.6%- Apartment 
            Renovation

2.5%- Fundraising
Events

29.9%- Operating Expenses

USE OF FUNDS
%’S SINCE 
INCEPTION

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT



Adam Duckart	
Albert & Christine Carlotto	
Alexis Metko	
Allison Eggler	
Amanda Krueger	
American Legion Auxilary	
American Legion Auxillary Unit 106	
American Legion Auxilliary Duhm Masch Unit #332	
American Legion Post 152	
American National Bank Fox Cities	
Amy Lexie Popp	
Amy Reilly	
Amy Valentine	
Andrew Jaeger	
Angela Jaeger	
Anonymous Golf Donor	
Ansay & Associates, LLC	
Anthony Rechner	
Appleton Downtown, Inc.	
Associated Bank Fund - Greater Green Bay Comm Fnd, Inc	
AT&T Wisconsin
Avenue Jewelers	
Barbara Bader	
Bayland Buildings 
Ben & Betsy Rozelle	
Benjamin Jones	
Bergstrom Corporation	
Bill & Ann Guyon Charitable Fund	
Bob Jones	
Bob Weyers	
Boldt	
Brian Barrett	
Brian Marmes	
Bruce & Beverly Sherman	
Candice Nelson	
Cathy Beattie	
Chad Schuler	
Charles J Wellens	
Chester Caine	
Christopher Cherne	
Cody & Marsha Muenster	
Cody Kivisto
Cole Raaths	
Combat Vets Motorcycle Association 45-3	
Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region, Inc.	
Connie Steede
Copper Leaf Boutique	
Craig Dickman	
Craig J Martin	
Crystal Print Foundation, Inc.	
Da Pub	
Dale Gisi	
Daniel Wierichs	
Danny Rivers	
Daughters of the American Revolution
David A. Vanlieshout	
David Jansen	
David L Jaeck	
David M and Julie J Johnson	
Dick Bennett	
Don Marx
Don Carper	
Donelle Gelinskey	
Doug Welter	
Dr. Jon Derksen and Susan Derksen	

Duck Creek Vineyard & Winery 
Dwight Kerr	
Ellen Longsine	
EMJ Custom Fab LLC	
Empire Investigation & Security	
Ernie Stevens Jr	
Esler Commercial LTD	
Ethan Hanson	
Faith Community United Methodist Church	
Faith Technologies, Inc.	
Fastsigns of Appleton Inc
Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin, Inc.	
Ferguson Water Works
Festival Foods	
Fox Communities Credit Union	
Frank and Sharleen Aukofer	
Frank Koffend	
Friends of Butterfly Gardens, Inc.	
Gary Mennen	
Great Northern Corporation	
Guy Martinek	
Harley-Davidson of Appleton, Inc.
Harrison Printing
Herrling Clark	
Jack Fulton	
Jack Voight	
Jacob’s Meat Market	
James Bertschy	
James DeShaney	
James Marohn	
Jane Koehnke
Jennifer Wicklund	
Jeremy Wicklund	
Jerome R Murphy	
Jerry Mader	
Jill Schnurer	
Jim Ragus	
Joe Anderson	
Joe Bowers	
Joe Mauthe	
John (Jack) Bennett	
John Bleier	
John Gard	
John Kreul	
John Maino ED	
John R Davis	
Joseph and Shelia Arnoldussen	
Josh Marquardt	
Judy and Tom Verhagen Family Fund - Comm Fnd	
Julei Sommerfeldt	
Kampo Electric	
Kari Kuiper	
Kate Schnell	
Kathy Matzke	
Kaydee & Joe Ruppert	
Kaylee Skarda
Keith Scott
Kerber Rose Wealth Management, LLC	
Kevin Reichardt	
Kim Bassett	
Kimberly Craddock	
Kimberly Pierpont	
Kimberly Sowinski	
Kirk Stone
Knights of Columbus Chapter Council 7895

THANK YOU TO
OUR DONORS

+ IN KIND



Kurt Rosin 
Kyle Hangartner Insurance Agency Inc	
Larry Helminen	
Laurie Kubicek	
Lawrence Silton	
Linda R. Bytof and Mark S. Renner	
Lombardi’s Steakhouse
Lori Dengel
Lou & Nancy Mueller
Lydia Smith	
Mark & Jean Elste Family Foundation	
Mark Bleier	
Mark Matuszak	
Mark Pierpont	
Mark Rechner	
Mary Beth Nienhaus	
Mary Stafford	
Marybelle Schmidt	
MATHFAB	
McGuinness Irish Pub	
Megan and Craig Bohn	
Michael Mullen	
Michelle & Kevin Graf	
Mike and Sue Siddall	
Mike Thomas	
Mike Van Lieshout	
Montage Wealth Management	
Multi-Conveyor, LLC	
Nathaniel T Millsap Jr.	
Network For Good, Inc.	
Network Health, Inc.	
Nicolet Bank	
Ogilvie Family Fund - Comm Fnd for the Fox Valley, Inc.	
Orthopedic & Sports Medicine Specialists	
Outagamie County Council	
Outagamie County Council American Legion Auxiliary	
Patricia Van Ryzin	
Patrick J Casey	
Patrick Lovesee and Paula Dillon	
Paul & Janet Vraney	
Paul Denny	
Paul Smith	
Peter Stolz	
Randall Boss	
Raymond Gallioto	
Regina Macke	
RGL Logistics	
Richard Bowers	
Richard McKay	
Rick Gehrke
Ridgeway Country Club Inc	
Rob & Kim Underhill	
Robert L. Cowles, Jr. & Margaret A. Cowles Fund	
Robert Larsen	
Robert Magnin, D.D.S
Robert Wichman	
Rocky Bleier	
Ronald H. Cardo	
Rosalie Griffin	
Rose Kilsdonk
Rosemary Born
Ryan Tucker
Sam Bomier Law	
Sandra Ranck	
Sandy Matz		

Scott Beining 
Shannon J Alberts	
St Margaret Mary Congregation	
Stephen Marshal	
Steve and Pam Van Handel	
Steve Guyette	
Steve Wieckert
Steve and Pam Van Handel
Steven and Linda Stoll
Steven E Day	
Sue Lamers	
T.R. Franklin	
Tanya Babino	
Terry & Ruth Tessier	
Terry Judkins	
Tessa B Wicklund	
The Bar Lyndale
The Benevity Community Impact Fund / American
The Stone Toad
Online Giving Foundation, Inc.	
Thedacare, Inc.	
Thom Brown	
Thomas Nesbitt	
Thomas P. Nesbitt	
Thomas Sprague	
Thomas Wiltzius	
Thrivent	
Thrivent Choice Dollars	
Thrivent Credit Union	
Tia and David Duppler Fund	
Tim Wenzel
Tom and Patricia Cihowiak	
Tom Berghuis	
Tom Boldt	
Tom Schouten	
Tom Symons	
Tom Tews	
Tony Walter	
TOTALMED, Inc.	
Traci Cherne	
Tweet/Garot Mechanical, Inc.	
Two Buck Bar	
US Venture	
Veterans of Foreign Wars Electric City Post 3319	
Vets and Friends of Wisconsin	
VFW Post 3153 - Calumet County Post	
Vic Ferrari Enterprises	
Vietnam Veterans of America-Appleton Area Chapter 351	
Walter L Keating Estate	
Walter Wieckert	
Walter Zerrenner	
WDI LLC	
Wellcare	
Werner Electric Supply Company	
Wichmann Funeral Services	
William Raaths	
Wingers LLC DBA Buzz’s
Wisconsin Blue Star Mothers
Wolman Minskey Unit No 317	
Women of the Moose Green Bay Chapter 451
Xavier Hawks
Y100	



Your contribution brings us one step closer to closing the gap on affordable housing,  
vital services, career development and support for veterans. The Veterans Village relies  
on corporate and community support to reach our goals in supporting veterans. With  
your one-time or monthly gift, we can support those who have served us and our country. 

TO DONATE:
•	Visit www.wisvva.org to make a secure online donation.
•	To make a donation by mail, request a pledge form at www.wisvva.org or by calling 
	 Wisconsin Veterans Village Association, Inc. at 920.574.3350.Please make your 
 	 checks payable to Wisconsin Veterans Village Association, Inc.  
	 and mail per the instructions found on the form.

The Wisconsin Veterans Village Association, Inc. is a 501(c)3 charitable 
organization. Check with your tax consultant for more information regarding tax 
deductions. A donation receipt will be mailed to you. For more information visit 
www.wisvva.org.

SHOW 
YOUR 

SUPPORT

LEAVE A LEGACY

When you create a planned gift, 
you plant an investment that will 
continue to grow over time and will 
benefit your community for generations.
A planned gift is the transfer of assets 
to a designated nonprofit organization 
during your lifetime or as part of your will 
or estate plan. 
Please consider leaving your legacy for 
veteran families with Wisconsin Veterans 
Village Association.

WISCONSIN 
VETERANS VILLAGEVETERANS VILLAGE  

ASSOCIATION, INC.

CONNECT WITH US
Wisconsin Veterans Village Association, Inc.
2919 W. Glenpark Dr., Suite #500
Appleton, WI 54914

920.574.3350 | www.wisvva.org


